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Motivation

� Reports are outdated the moment they are published

� Hard-copy reports are much more difficult to browse 
and/or surf than information on the web.

� The Web gives a far wider access to information

� The Web provides better reusability of data

� Also, the technical creation of tables is a repetitive, 
scriptable and therefore highly automatable and (in the 
end) a less costly task

� Therefore, policy –and decision makers  as well as 
reporters are better served by web-reporting/publishing



Agrofoodportal.com

Important milestones:

� December 2013 agrofoodportal.com (Dutch) released

● Information structured by theme and sector

� January 2015 

● Grüne woche

● Also in English

● Other information added, for example: 

● Trade data, Price statistics and food 
prices, FADN ‘standard results’

� Extension to portal with all data on Dutch agriculture

● Ministry/ Statistics Netherlands / RIVM / PBL



Underlying technology

� iPub – content management system and workflow

� HighCharts/Stock/Maps - presentation

� MetaBase – data management

� Front-end: c# ASP.net and pure HTML5, JavaScript 
applications



MetaBase
� Research often requires large volumes of data that is 

distributed over many heterogeneous public, private, or 
proprietary data sources

� Requiring knowledge of data sources at hand

� Requiring a range of IT skills

� MetaBase is a system that provides a common interface 
to a multitude of heterogeneous data sources that can 
be queried by researchers transparently

� Without any knowledge of the semantic and 
technological intricacies of the underlying data sources. 

� In order to provide this environment, IT and data 
(source) experts feed the system with the required 
knowledge



MetaBase Architecture



MetaData

_IPC YEAR REP_C PAR_C VAL

... ... ... ... ...

0101 2010 100 200 38633.13

0101 2010 100 300 845322.12

... ... ... ... ...

TABLE FACT_TR

Trade data

Products
0101 = ‘Tulip’

Reporting country
100 = ‘The Netherlands’

Reporting country
200 = ‘Russia’

300 = ‘Germany’

Value
in euros, current





Sectors



Themes









Data sources





Conclusions

� Highly appreciated by government and sector

� Exposure has increased strongly

� Re-use has been made much more easy

� Needs organisational adjustments in management of 
system and content

� Requires stronger cooperation between different fields of 
expertise



Further info

www.agrofoodportal.com


